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Reprieve for woman almost deported after 50 years 


Hopes raised 
for second EU 
referendum 


Pro-Europe campaigners seize on 
Farage's shock backing for new poll 


Rowena Mason 
Deputy political editor 


Nigel Farage’s surprise call for the coun- 
try to prepare forasecond EUreferendum 
has ignited hopes among anti-Brexit cam- 
paigners that both sides of the debate will 
back a poll on Theresa May’s final deal. 

The former Ukip leader shocked his col- 
leagues yesterday by suggesting another 
Brexit vote, arguingit wouldlead toamore 
decisive victory for the leave campaign 
and silence remain supporters for a gen- 
eration. His intervention was seized on by 
those who believe another referendum is 
the best way to overturn the result, includ- 
ing the former Lib Dem leader Nick Clegg 
and the Labour peer Andrew Adonis, as it 
was seen asa sign that political pressure is 
building for a poll on the final deal. 

Although the prime minister has 
insisted she will not allow another refer- 
endum, the bookmakers Coral and Betfair 
slashed the odds on another poll before 
the end of 2019 to 5-1. 

Some suggested it could make it easier 
for Labour to shift its position to support- 
ing another referendum on May’s final 
Brexit deal, joining the Liberal Democrats, 
who have already called for a second poll. 
But it could also fuel divisions within the 
party, as the Labour leadership maintains 
that there is no need for another popular 
vote, in contrast to some of its pro-EU 
backbenchers. 

Chuka Umunna, a former shadow cab- 
inet minister, said Farage was making a 
valid point for the first time in his life and 
the British people had “every right to keep 
an open mind about Brexit”. 

The most obvious poll would be on 
whether to accept any deal May nego- 
tiated with Brussels before the date of 
Brexit in March 2019 or on whether the 
UK should leave without an agreement 
if she failed to secure one. If parliament 


were to vote against May’s deal with the 
EU, it could provoke another referendum 
on theissue ora general election in which 
Brexit was the central issue. 

Recent data suggests the public is still 
fairly evenly split on the issue buta poll by 
YouGov showed 53% of people would like 
a final vote on the deal. 

Farage first floated the idea on Channel 
5’s The Wright Stuff, saying: “My mind is 
actually changing on all this. What is for 
certain is that the Cleggs, the Blairs, the 
Adonises will never, ever, ever give up. 
They will go on whingeing and whining 
and moaning all the way through this pro- 
cess. So maybe, just maybe, I’m reaching 
the point of thinking that we should havea 
second referendum on EU membership... 
Ithink thatifwe had a second referendum 
on EU membership we would kill it off for 
a generation.” 

He later backtracked from the notion 
that he actively wanted another referen- 
dum, but said leave supporters must “face 
this potential threat” and start organising 
for another campaign. 

“We must ready ourselves for the possi- 
bility of one last dramaticbattle,” he wrote 
in the Telegraph. “It may not be what we 
want, but it could be unavoidable. In the 
next few months, committed leavers must 
prepare for a second poll and get ready to 
start campaigning. They must pressurise 
MPs in their constituencies. The best 
defence of our dramatic referendum 
victory is to be alive to the possibility of 
having to doit all over again.” 

The idea of another referendum was 
also backed by Farage’s ally Arron Banks, 
who helped bankroll one of the leave cam- 
paigns. “If wedo not act radically now, we 
will sleepwalk into a faux Brexit, in name 
only,’ he said. “True Brexiteers have been 
backed into a corner, and the only option 
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Paulette Wilson, 61, was on the verge of deportation to Jamaica despite having 
lived in the UK since the age of 10 Photograph: Fabio De Paola for the Guardian 


Amelia Gentleman 


Awoman who was told she was an illegal 
immigrant, detained in an immigration 
removal centre and threatened with 
deportation despite having lived in Britain 
for 50 years, has finally received official 
leave to remain in the UK. 

Paulette Wilson, 61,a grandmother and 
former cook who worked in the House of 
Commons serving food to MPs, has been 
denied benefits and access to healthcare 
and refused permission to work for two 
and a half years. After a week in Yarl’s 
Wood immigration removal centre in 
Bedfordshire in October she was taken 
to Heathrow for deportation to Jamaica, 
which she had not visited since leaving at 
10, and where she has no relatives. 

Although she was released after an 
intervention from the Refugee and 
Migrant Centre in Wolverhampton, she 
had to report again to the Home Office 
and still faced the prospect of deportation. 

Publication of details of her situation 
last month in the Guardian prompted 
anger from politicians and readers. This 
week she received a biometric residency 
permit, confirming her settled status in 
the UK and moving her a step nearer to 
gaining British citizenship. 

“It’s great news. I’ve been really strug- 
gling for the last two and a half years. It’s 
hard without money,” Wilson said. 

She is still puzzled about being told 
she was an illegal immigrant after work- 
ing and paying taxes in the UK for so long. 
“Pve never done anything wrong; how 
could I be an illegal? It would be nice to 
get an apology from the government say- 
ing we are sorry we put you though this.” 

Her daughter Natalie Barnes said she 
now had to complete a naturalisation pro- 
cess to get citizenship. Despite her relief, 
she said her mother was still traumatised. 
“The experience of being in the detention 
centre won’t ever leave her,” Barnes said. 

She had repeatedly tried to explain 
to Home Office staff at the department’s 
office in Solihull that her mother was not 
an illegal immigrant, but ended up being 
banned from the building because staff 
were annoyed at her persistent attempts 
to tell them they had made a mistake. 

“They should have listened to me. It 
was horrendous. Even if they just sent us 
the word ‘sorry’ ona Home Office piece of 
paper that would be enough,” Barnes said. 

Jim Wilson, Paulette Wilson’s lawyer, 
who works with the Refugee and Migrant 
Centre and who helped prevent the depor- 
tation, said her papers had come through 
unusually quickly once the case was high- 
lighted in the media. 
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